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b A bill to create the county of Atascosa; and '

" A Joint Resolution, appropriating $3, 548 70 to meet certain
expendnureq made for the Penitentiary.

Also, a bill, originating in the House, to authorise John H
Whne, a mmor, to tale lerrrc of his estate, and travsaet busi-
ness as thongh he were of hiH age,

ORDERS O THE DAY.

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill for

t‘!e reliet of the Texan creditors of the German Emigration
Company, and to quiet the titles tolands of the colom‘=1; their

representatives and assignees in Fisher & Miller’s wlonv ot~

fering a substitute therefor. was read and substitute adoptcd

My Palmer offered the inllowmg amendnient :

In Sec. 3, alter the word ©fand,” in 24 line, insert © within
the timits of said colony, in the same manner as their pre:nium
certificates, and any other lands.”  Adopted.

On motion of My W catherford, the Scnate adjowyned until §
¢clock to-nrorrow morning.

Sexare Trespay, Javvany 92d, 1856

'The Benate was called to order, by the President, I’rayer
by I[lb Chaplain—roll called —guoram presefit,

'he Journal of yesterday was read and adopted.

.—X message was received from the Flouse, informing the Sen-

ate of the pmﬂnoc of the following bills originating in the Senafe,

A Dilf to legnlize the official acts John IL. Smither as elerk
Distriet coutt of Iawie county.

A Bill for the purchase of a site and the erection of a Store
and wirehouse and for other purposes.

A bilt donativg one league of fand to Mrs, Llizabeth Crocket.
A bl @upplcmentarv {0 att act to defie the time of bolding
the District courts in the thirtecath Jadicial District,

A bill to confirm the titles of certain pre-emption settlers with-
in the Limits of Peters’ Colony.

A bitl for the refief of the heirs of Fhizabeth Jones, and A bil}
to incorporate Lagrange Lodge No. 30 of the Independ{,nt Qrder
of Odd Fellows,  Also mfounm o the Senate that the House had
concurred in the Sennte’s amendmenls ta the following bills :

A bl to incorporate the llenderson Female Co\lewe.

A bill for the rejief of Kiudallis Bryan,

A bill to incorporate Walker Lod; e\To 190fthe 1. 0. 0. T°,,
and has receded from their 2d amendmem to Abill to mcorporatu
the city of Marshall,

Also of the psssage hy the Iouse of a bill to mcorporate the
Washington county Railroad company, originating in their body.
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Me Truehart from the committee on private land claims no, 1,
Yo which was referred the petition of Isabel Seguin Y. Ruiz—
reported a Lill for her relief, recomniending its passage.

A bill tor the relicf of Isabel Seguin Y. Ruiz; read first time,

Mr Grimes chairman of the commitiee on Finanee, to which
wag referred o bill to amend the first Seetion of an act defin-
iny the duries of the State Treasarer, approved March 101l 1346,
proposing to raise the bond ol the State “1'reasurer from seventy-
five thousuud to three hundred thousand doilars, reported that
the large amount of inoney now in the Treasury, requires an
increase of the amonnt demunded by the existing law, and hence
recotamended the passage of the bill,

Mr Hill chairman of the committee on claims and accounts,
to which was referred the petition of 'Wm, C. Miller, asking
additional pay for services rendered the late Republic of Texos
in 1336 and 7, reprried the evidence insnfficient to warrany the
Legislalure tn granting such relief) wnd recommended its ve~
lection.

Alr Taylor Cass, chairman of ihe committee on Public Delbu,
submitied the foltowing repott: :
The commitice on Putlic Debt, to which was referred the
petition of Stephen Whitney, aud find the petitioner prayg the
payment of a certiin receipt, given by Samuel M. Williams, to
John T. Mason, for on: thousand dollars, on the 27th day of
November 1835, The petitioner alledges that this money was
loaned to Texas throngh her azene Mr Williams. But by o rel-
erence o the taws of the consuitation of 1835 &e., we find that
Mr Williams was not anthorized to peantinte loans or transact
business for Texas until Jannary 1836, This pupports o bave
been done in Novewber 1235, "Therefore he had no anthoiity
to act previonsly o 1836, and again, we find upon examination
afthe vouchers of Samucl M. Willinms, nothing to prove that
he even received this meney, nor wits it ever expended on ac~
count of Texas, AN thives considered, we think the prayer of

the petitioner sirorld not be aranted.

Mr Whiraker chairman of the committce on private land
clatms no. 2, made the {following reports :

'Fhe committee on private land claims no. 2, to which was
referred (he petition of' John Campbell and Anthon Lemeccol, ot
examination find from the certificate of Captain Gibson Iuy-
kendall, and the affidavits of petionerers, that they were metn -
bers of the army in the spring of 1836, and left sick at Donahoe's
on the Brazos with the measles, thereby heing prevented from
participating in 1he action of the 21st April 1836. T'he com-

mi_ttee'prese_nt thq above statement apd the accompanying bill
for the cousideration of the Senate.
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A bili for the relief of John Campbell and Anthan Lemcool;
vead first time.

The committee on private land claims No. 2, have consid-
ered the petition of Louwisa' Nethery formerly Trent, and find
from the evidence that she ewigrated to Texas in 1833, as the
widow Trent, with her child, a daughter, and has continued to
reside in this State nntil the present time. They therelore in-
struct m3 to veport the accompanying bill and recommend its
passage,

A bLill for the relief of Leuiza Nethery; read first time,

Mr Pirkey from the committec on public lands, to which
was referved, a bill requiring the ‘ommissioner of the Creneral
Land Office to perform certa’n duties thercin named, and A bill
for the relief of Geo. W, Slhelioa, both eriginating in the House,
reported the same back, recommending thetr passage.

AMr McCuliseh chatrman of the sclect commitlee appointed
for the investization of the sittation of the Treasury Depart-
ment, submitted the following report;:

C avrrres Rooar,
January, 20th, 1856. {
Eon. H. K. Runndls,
LPresident of the Senate, and
To the fon. II. P. Dee,

Spealer of the Llouse of Representatives

Your committees, appointed on the part of the Senate and
House of Representatives, for the purpase of exainining the sit-
uation of the Treasury Department, have acted jointly in the
discharge of that duty, and ask leave to report:

That after the most rigid and strict examination nnder the
resolution of the two Houses of the Legislature, wo can exy that
every dollar with which the Treusurer is properly chargable is
on hand, safely depe-ited in the vaults of the Treasury, 1that the
books are properly kept and so arr'nged thet it is an easy mat-
ter to refer to any and evervitem upon thery, The Committee
had no reason to suppose that they would not find all the mo-
ney on hand, but regarded it their duty to ascertain the fact be.
vond a doubt, which they have done by handling and counting
every dollar of the money, and examining carefully the assets,
and the correctyress of the Treasurer’s Report respecting these
fands. Within the last two years soveral thousand dollars
Lave been disbursed by that officer, and several millions have
been in his hands, and we think it but justice to the Treasurer,
Mr. James H. Raymond, to say that we think the money of the
Btate in the hands of a safe man, and with the co-operation of
the Comptroller, Mr. James B. Shaw, we are satisfied that

39
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about three thousand dollars has been saved to the State by the
sale of the interest conpons of the United States’ indemnity
bonds in this market, instead of sending an agent twice's year
to Washington ity to collect them, to.say nothing of the risk
the State would necessarily run in sending such agent after the
money so great a distance with so many possibilities of loss,
You commitiee have also examined the office of the Comp-
troller, and find that the business of that oflice is performed with
immense Iabor, is complicated, diverstfied to some extent, and
that noone could pertorm its duties who was not well qualified,
vet everything is so well arranged that those acquainted with
its business can easily ascertain anything connected with it,
and explain all of it to the satiefaction of others. This office
with that of Aunditor, operates as a cheek upon the Treasurer,
and he cannot legally pay aby money out of the Treasury
without the warrant ot the Auditer and Comptrotier for the
same, conseqiently, no money can be drawn from the Preasury
improperly with any legal showing, unless connived at Ly both
of those officers, as their books always correspond if the busi-
ness is correctly transacted. Thoe Comptroller has furnished
the Committec with the following statement:
Total amount of Cash to be accounted {ur by Jamres H. Ray-
mond, Treasurer, on the 7th day of Decewmber, 1855, viz:

In U. 8. Bonds for disbursement, . . $1,575, 000 00
b ¥ Spueial Sehoo! Fund, . 2,000,0000 00

“ “ General School I'und, . 53,000 00
Total U. 3. Bonds, . $3,628,000 00

In specie for disbursement, 3 39,745,14
¢ Cr:n’t School Fund, 75,668,19
¢ Spec’l  do. do.  114529,71
“ County Taxes, 13,198.84
b I'ecsor Asses’rs & Col. 802,56
K« E. R. Tax Bexar Co., 768 59
& Settlera’nt of Estates, 10,4442

“  Escheats, 230,30
| Total Specie, $ 255,390 55
In prowmissory notes of estates, public debt, 1,025 21
Add the receipts for November, 2,264 49
“ ¢ “  December to date, 28 19
Which makes a sumn total of 53,886,808 38

Cowmptrollers Oflice, Austin, Deec. Tth, 1855.
The above exhibits the awount and pharacter of funds for
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which the Treasurer, James H. Raymond, isthis -day actoun~
table. He is,entitled to an allowance for his disbursements from
. the 1st day of November last to this date. The Interest Cou-
pons upon $3,628,000 U0 U. S. Bends have been aceonnteg for
by hira wp to, and including those due on the 1at day of July,
1855,  Auny coupons still on hand come to him as gpecie.
Sigued, JAMES B SHA‘V, COI]‘iptrolier,
To meet this the Comnmittee found in the vaults of the Treasury;
In the U. 8. indewmnity bonds, . . . §3,628,000 00
In Geld and Siiver coin, . $187,201,26
In receipts, pay of membess to date, 18,599,50
In miscallaneous am’ts paid out, 9,321,58
In conting’t expen’s of Legislatare A
to date, . . . . 3.547,97
In pay warrants for November, 10,078,644
In public debt, . . 491549
In Treasury warrants for Dec, 20,044,061

R ]

Total in promiscuous fands, . . $258,808 a3

Which makes a grand total of . 83,586,808 3§

We find that cight clerks are now constantly employed in
this department, one in the Treasurer’s Office, and seven in tho
Comptrotlers Office. The Compuroller is by law required to
compare the Assessors returas with the abstract of Nitles fur-
nished him from the General Land Qilice, as well as to furnish
the Assessors of tite various counties with a statement of the
Iands which are situated in their respective cotinties, owned by
non-res:euts, upon which the taxes have not been assessed or
puid and it appears that the abstract above alluded to c¢annot
be furmshed in due time by the Land Office, becanse the Comp-
troller has not o proper clerical force to put there for that pur-
pose. Wa are theralore constrained to recommend that be be
authorvized to employ one draftsinan and twe additional clerks
for one year, to enable him to have the abstract prepared, and
the Asscssors books comnpared with the same.

Under the present law, the fiscal year ends on the last day of
October in each year, and the Legislature meets on the first
Monday in November, once in two years, It will be rememn-
bered that all the otlicers of the Stato are required to make their
reports to the Governor, and through him they are submitted
to the Legislature; and it will be ubserved that there is now
only a few days between the end of the fiscal year and the
meeting of the Legislature, consequently the officers of this
- department cannot make their reports until soimne time afler the



396

gession of the Legislature has commenced. T'his, we ibink,
ought to be altered, so that these reports could be made to the
Governor in time for him to submit them to the Legistature ag
the beginning of the session, and in order to ‘1ccomp‘lah this
end we respecttully recommend that the law be so changed a3
to make the fiscal year end on the last day of Septembor ingtend
of October. .

We find that the officers of this department have been cen-
sured by some of eur citizens rezpectiog the course which shey
liave pursned in (ilhpﬂ ing of the interest coupons before reterred
te in this report. This watter has been carefully exanined
into by your comumiftee, by testing the volue of the ceupuns in
this market, by ¢ dhng merchants “and others before us, and by
examining the books of S. Al. Swebson, throngh w hons most of
them have been disposed of, and we arc led to the eonclusion
that the prejudice has been created by improper iimprazaiony
originating possibly fiem competition among merchanty; tra-
dels and othub, and that there isno good grounds of com-
plq.mt against the officers upon this snhlcu, and car ses 1o rea-
son for advising any chrange respecting thie manner of disposing
of this spectes of our fu‘d‘, s0 long as there i5 no loas to the
State by disconnt upon then.

Your committee also find, upon a close examination of the
appropriations by pmwonb Legistatures for the consfrnetion
and furnishing the State capitol, that the laws mwade the appro-
priations out of the Uanited States bonds, or the proceeds thereof:
these bonds are worth a premiom of six per cent,and draw five
per cent interest, which is payable semnt- anpually ; and it an
appropriation of &LUU,000 was made cut of the procceds of
these bouds, and the officers disbursing the money vnder thas
Jaw was to put a construction unpon 1t that would e ATy t‘lu
preminm and interest with it, or the bonds with the inferess
and premium, instead of sz.llinc' the bonds for the prewxiam and
retaining it with the interest jin the Treasury, such appropri-
ation would amount to $106,000 by counting the premium
alone, and it the money was not paid out Immcdmtd) the in-
terest would incerease it at the rate of $416,662 per month.—
This construction was placed by the officers of this department
upon the three appropriations made for the capitol, amounting
by the laws to $175,000. We find that the sum of $184,227
08 bas been paid out except $684 68, which is considered due
to some of the contractors and will eventually be paid to them ;
and although from the books they show clearly that all of it
has been pald out tor the objects for which the original appro-
priation was intended by the Legislature that passed the law,
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vet we are not prepared to agree with the officers in the con-
struction which they have put upon the law, and although the
State seems to have snffered no great wrong in this instance,
we deem it our duty to call the attention of the Legislature to
the matter, in; order that when any appropriations are made
from the Treasury hetealter, that the Iaws may be made so ex-
pblicit that they cannot be misconstrued by any person.

We ask leave to present a bill for changing the fiscal year
with this report, and recomtne.d its passage.

All o7 whieh we maost respectfully submit to the considera

Lion of the Legislature.
. E. McCULLOCH,
Chairman on the part of the Senate.
JOUN HENRY BROWN,
One of' the Honse Comuittee.

1 concur in the opinion of the majority of the committes,
except as to the interpretation placed by them npon the not of
appropriation of the United States Bonds for the constirnction
of the capitol building. I have exomined the Act ¢ the Le-
mislatnre making the appropriation with a goed deal of care,
and Iawm of opinion that it was the duby of the Treasurer, and
that bz conld bave been compelled to pay the bonds to the con-
tractors without reference to their marketable value, and thas
1ot ant act of appropriution of so much money, but o specitic
appropriation.

J. M. ARDREY,
Oue ot the Commitlee,

Mr Pirkey, from the committee on public lands, made fhe
following repirt: |

Thie committee on public lands to which was referred a bill
veqniring the Commissioner of the General Laud CMice to
patent certain Sehoo! Lands, surveyed for Navarro Covniy, have
bad the same under consideration. It appears that the lands
were loeated and swrveved within the belt of country known as
the Mississippl and Pacifle Roilrowd resevve, but defors the
passage of the act making the reservation that the eld notes
were not reburned within the time preseribed by law, and thas
they earnot now be re-located wader the act of 10th Febrnary
1850. The committee therefore, knowing the calpable negli-
zenee of the County Courts in having surveyed and patented
the school lands of their respective counties, think the ¢ little
enes  shonld not be made to sufler in consequence of . They
thercefore instruet e to retarn the bill, wd recomumend its
pasaace,

Mr Russell, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported
correctly engtossed.
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A Bill providing for a change in the Treasury fiscal year.

And a bill for the relief of Cling Pearson. :

Mr Allen, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, re-
ported —

A bill for the relief of the Galveston and Red river Railway
Company and supplementary to the several acts incorporating
said Company. . '

A bill for the reliefof C M Goolsby.

A bill conferring power ou County Courts and town and city
corporate autherities to establish quarantine regulations.

A bill to pernit the city of FHouston te levy a special tax for
Railroad purposes.

And a joint resolntion, appropriating $5,548 T0 to meet cer-
tain expenditures made for the Penitentiary ; correctly enrolled
—properly signed, and on yesterday presented to the Governor,

On motion of Mr Whitaker, a bill for the relief of Stephen I
Sparks was taken np—read third time and passed.

On motion of L‘Er Pedigo, a bill for the reliet of Elijab I
Thomas and Elisha Thomas was taken np—read second time
and ordered to be engrossed. '

On motion ot Mr Pedigo, the rule was suspended—Dbill read
third time and passed.

On motion of Mr Wren, the motion to reconsider the vote
rejecting a bill for the relief of the young men ol Red River
and Lamar counties, was taken up, and the vote reconsidered.

Mr Wren offered a bill to authorize the District Courts to
13506 land certificates In certain cases; as & substitute for the
bill—adopted, and on motion of Mr Guinn, made the special
order of the day for Friday the 25th inst., at 1% o*clock, M.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A bill for the relief of the Creditors and Colonists of the Ger-
man Ewmigration Company, and indemnifly said Cempuny for
lands given by the State to Colonists—being nnder considera-
t.on when the Senate adjonrned on yesterday, was taken up.

- On motion of Mr Russell, the Senate adjourned until 10
o’clock to-morrow morning,

o WepNesDay, Jan. 23rd, 1856.

I'he Senate wascalled to order by the President pursuant to
adjournment. Prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum
present,

The Jonrnal of yesterday was read and adopted.

Mr Grimes presented the petition of Francis W. Johnson
referred to the commitiee on private land claims, No. 1.

Mr Lott presented the petition of Mary Waters ; referred to
the committee on the Judiciary. | o



